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right half of the body. There was oscillating movements of 
the head toward the right. On the day before death took 
place a number of vesicles appeared on the phalanges of 
both hands. Autopsy revealed atrophy of the left hemi¬ 
sphere and thickening of the left frontal bone. The dura 
on the left side was thickened, and, on section, a quantity 
of serous fluid escaped. There was atrophy of the left 
corpus striatum, optic thalamus, lenticular nucleus, crus 
and pyramid. They were denser in structure than normal, 
and were covered with a yellowish-brown exudation. There 
was no abnormality of the blood-vessels at the base of the 
brain. B. M. 

THE NAILS IN PERIPHERAL NEURITIS. 

Dr. Bielschowsky, in the “ Neurologisches Centralblatt ” 
for December, 1890, describes a case of trophic disturbance 
in the nails of a patient suffering with multiple neuritis. 
The changes consisted of small white spots in the finger 
nails, occurring in all simultaneously, and gradually ex¬ 
tending in length and breadth until the streaks, which 
remained perfectly white, reached entirely across the nails. 
Although the neuritis was present in the lower limbs, the 
toe-nails were unaffected. B. M. 

BULBAR PARALYSIS. 

In the “Deutsche medizinal-Zeitung” is found the re¬ 
port of a case of bulbar paralysis by Remak, the history of 
which presents some unusual features as to the possible 
relation between an attack of suppurative otitis media and 
the subsequent development of the bulbar symptoms. In 
February, 1890, the patient, a girl aged twelve years, had 
an attack of influenza, which terminated in an acute sup¬ 
purative affection of the middle ear. As soon as this was 
apparently well, i. e. y when the discharge had ceased, 
paresis of the left facial muscle was observed, with some 
convulsive movements of the muscles of the upper lip. The 
mother of the child said that at this time the face assumed 
a peculiar look, and the speech became more or less unin¬ 
telligible ; that during sleep the-eyelids did not close, and 
that the child complained of pain in the back of the head. 
Shortly after this swallowing became difficult, with a gen¬ 
eral deterioration in the patient’s condition. September 8, 
1890, when the patient was first seen by the author, the 
case presented the typical symptoms of bulbar paralysis. 
The characteristic expression of the mouth, as if it were 
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frozen, was present, with spasmodic deglutition and unintel¬ 
ligible speech. Electrical tests showed no reaction of de¬ 
generation. The patient was at once put upon the iodides 
and galvanism, but the condition grew rapidly worse, deglu¬ 
tition and respiration becoming more and more difficult, with 
fearful attacks of dyspnoea, death finally taking place from 
apncea on November 5th. Unfortunately an autopsy could 
not be obtained, but the author speculates as to the con¬ 
nection between the healing of the ear affection and the 
subsequent insidious development of the bulbar paralysis. 

B. M. 


AMYOTROPHIC LATERAL SCLEROSIS. 

A note on a case of this disease, by Joffroy and Achard, 
appears in the January number of the "Fortschritte der 
Medicin.” The patient, a woman sixty-four years of age, 
was entered as a hospital case in April, 1888. For three 
years she had suffered from disturbances of speech. This 
was followed by paresis of the extremities of the left side. 
Two years and ai half after the beginning of the disease 
walking was impossible and speech absolutely unintel¬ 
ligible ; the lips were also involved, and mastication and 
deglutition were performed with great difficulty. There 
was marked atrophy of the muscles of the arms, with con¬ 
tractures of the left. Disturbance was less in the lower 
extremities. Reflexes were increased. Sensation was in¬ 
tact. There was also incontinence of urine. Post-mortem 
examination revealed sclerosis of the pyramidal tract in the 
cervical region, with disappearance and atrophy of the 
neuclei of the hypoglossus. The degeneration in the speech 
centre was limited to the lesion in the medulla. The 
peduncles of the cerebrum and the internal capsule were 
intact. Sections of the anterior central convolutions of 
both sides disclosed granular degeneration in the gray and 
white substance, the same condition also existing in the 
occipital lobes. The nerves of the lower extremities showed 
considerable degeneration, especially those of the tibialis 
anticus. Examination of the cord at the level of the origin 
of these nerves revealed the same degenerative changes. 
The lesion in the spinal cord had evidently occasioned 
the general disorder of nutrition, the dystrophie spinale. 

B. M. 



